
Redistricting is back with a vengeance! 

Just as Roosevelt Islanders felt comfortably secure in Manhattan, the State of NY has thrown us 

a curveball! 

The redistricting map which was approved for the recent 

Assembly election was vetoed by NY State’s appellate 

court. While, for now, Assembly Member Rebecca 

Seawright remains our representative, if the new map 

prevails, she will be replaced, for our community, by a 

Queens Assembly Member in the next election.   

This spells disaster for several reasons. By NY State's 

own redistricting rules: 

a. Districts must consist of contiguous territory and shall 
be as compact in form as possible. 

b. The commission must take into account the maintenance of existing districts, pre-existing 
political subdivisions, including counties, cities, towns, and communities of interest. 

Here’s more: 

1. Roosevelt Island is located in the Borough of Manhattan. We are an isolated island situated in 
the middle of the East River. Our transportation links, used daily by our working population and 
school children, directly connect us to 63rd Street and 2nd Avenue, the next stop on the F train, 
and  60th Street and 2nd Avenue, a 3.5 minute ride by tram. Both stops are in District 76, our 
most contiguous point of connection to the mainland. 

2. Our tramway is operated by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) to link residents 
with Manhattan destinations. All maintenance, repairs, and capital improvements must be 
made by this state agency. It is not part of the MTA system. Our tramway is a vital 
transportation link that is used each day by commuters to work and school children. It has no 
connection to Queens and is of no consequence to a Queens Assembly Member. 

3. Many of our children go to public and private schools in Manhattan, not Queens. This 
relationship is a community of interest. Our one and only public school, which only goes through 
8th grade, is located in a Manhattan school district. Most of our high school students attend 
schools in Manhattan. Our Assembly Members have all had long, established relationships with 
our school district. We need to retain this Manhattan connection.   

4. Our first responders for emergencies and crimes are NY State Peace Officers employed by the 
Public Safety Department (PSD), under the unelected management of the Roosevelt Island 
Operating Corp. They are not employed by the NY Police Department’s (NYPD). Since our local 
policing is managed by RIOC, we need the combined efforts of our Manhattan legislators to 
intervene on the community’s behalf when the need arises. 

5. Cornell, a NY State land grand institution, occupies several acres of Roosevelt Island. Two thirds 
of their land has yet to be developed. Our community needs to insure Cornell’s adherence to 
the policies that were established by NY State, Manhattan Community Board 8, and City Council. 
We need the strong oversight achieved by having both of our Manhattan-based State legislators 
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working together to support the protections granted in the Manhattan ULURP process for 
Cornell’s upcoming construction. 

6. Since our inception almost 50 years ago, Roosevelt Islanders have established enduring 
relationships with many Manhattan based communities of interest. Due to our proximity to the 
United Nations, we have a large immigrant and non-resident population who retain close ties 
with the United Nations. We have many UN officials, UN staff, and their families living in our 
community.  The living quarters for the staff of Cornell Weill Hospital, in District 76 are located 
on Roosevelt Island. Also, a significant portion of our population work at nearby Manhattan 
hospitals. Many of our residents are actively engaged with religious institutions in Manhattan. 
Most of our working population commute to Manhattan for employment every workday.  

Zoom Meeting 

We will hold a Zoom meeting on Thursday, January 12th to provide the needed information to all. No 
matter what your party affiliation or immigration status, your voice is important in this effort! Please use 
this link to attend. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89867689917 

Please take a few minutes to send this important comment to the Redistricting 

Commission: 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Subject Line: Opposition to the State proposal for Redistricting Roosevelt Island 

To: Members of the New York State Redistricting Commission 

Thank you for considering Roosevelt Island’s needs when determining the redistricting map for 

New York State’s Assembly. I strongly oppose the current proposal which removes Roosevelt 

Island from Manhattan’s District 76 and places it in Queens District 36. 

New York State's redistricting rules require: 

Districts must consist of contiguous territory and shall be as compact in form as possible. 

a. Our Manhattan Island's contiguous territory is Manhattan, not Queens. 
b. The proposed change to our district is sprawling, not compact. 

The commission must take into account the maintenance of existing districts, pre-existing 

political subdivisions, including counties, cities, towns, and communities of interest. 

a. Roosevelt Island is being severed from long established communities of interest. Our political 
subdivision is not being respected. 

b. The City Charter of New York City recognizes Roosevelt Island as a Manhattan community. 

The Constitution of New York State specifically provides two State legislators for each district, a 

Senator and an Assembly Member. Roosevelt Island, a Manhattan community, has a unique form 
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of local governance. We are governed by an unelected, State appointed Public Benefit 

Corporation, the Roosevelt Island Operating Corp (RIOC). All of our local services are 

administered by RIOC, not by New York City. Because of this unique relationship with the State 

of NY, in which our residents do not have a voting voice in their local government, it is 

imperative that we have the combined efforts of both Manhattan representatives, working 

together on our behalf, to provide responsive and fair dealing from RIOC. 

1. Please select no more than 3 issues from the numbered list to insert here. 
2. Sign your name 
3. Write your street address 
4. Create your letter and send it as soon as possible as an attachment to: 

https://nyirc.gov/participate. Please note- You may have to register first at http://nyirc.gov 
5. Please send me an attachment of your letter as well. jm_short@ymail.com 
6. Sign up today to speak in person at the upcoming hearing which will be held at 4 PM on Tuesday, 

February 7th, at Hunter College, Kaye Playhouse, 695 Park Avenue (on 68th Street between Park 
and Lexington.) A meeting will take place for Roosevelt Island speakers and sign-makers, here 
on Roosevelt Island, on Thursday, January 19th. Please email me at jm_short@ymail.com if you 
plan to come. The location will be announced shortly. Please indicate “Redistrict Meeting” in 
your subject line.  

7. Share this request with every Roosevelt Islander you know! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This information is also available online at http://bit.ly/3WUA4XW and through 

our QR. 

For further questions, contact me at jm_short@ymail.com. 

Thank you for protecting the future of Roosevelt Island! 

Sincerely Yours, 

Joyce Short 

Founder 
The Main Street Democratic Club 
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